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Transcript of Dean Michael

2 (5 to 8)

Conducted on March 8, 2017

5
1 PROCEEDINGS 1 finish answer any pending question before we
2 VIDEOGRAPHER: Here begins tape number 2 break.
3 one in the videotaped deposition of Dean 3 A Tlunderstand.
4 Michael, in the matter of Larrick versus the 4 Q. Andjust the last thing is I would ask
5 Sheriff of Beaver County, Pennsylvania, et 5 that you allow me to finish my question before
6 al,, in the United States District Court for 6 youanswer, and I'll try to make sure that I let
7 the Western District of Pennsylvania, Case 7 you answer before I start the next question.
8 No. 16-282. 8 A. Yes,sir.
9 Today is March 8th, 2017. The time on 9 Q. Sir, could you state your educational
10 the video monitor is 1:37 p.m. Videographer 10 background, please?
11 today is Nate LeMaster representing Planet 11 A, Yes,Ihave a Bachelor of Science
12 Depos. 12 Degree in public administration from Point Park
13 This video deposition is taking place 13 College in Pittsburgh. I'm currently enrolled in
14 at 810 Third Street in Beaver, Pennsylvania, 14 a graduate program with the University of
15 15009. 15 Cincinnati in a criminal justice program.
16  Would counsel, please, voice identify 16 Q. And currently what is your position
17 themselves and state whom they represent? 17 with the Beaver County Sheriff's Office?
18  MR.BLACK: Jay Black on behalf of the 18 A. 1am the Chief Deputy Sheriff.
19 Plaintiff, Curtis Larrick. 19 Q. Andhow long have you been the Chief
20  MS. JONES: Marie Milie Jones for all 20 Deputy Sheriff?
21 Defendants. 21 A Alittle over a year, since January 4th
22 VIDEOGRAPHER: Court reporter today is 22 of 2016.
23 Deb Endler, representing Planet Depos. 23 Q. Andinthat position, what are your job
24 Would the reporter please swear in the 24 duties?
25 witness. 25 A. Iserve as the second in command for
6

1 {Witness first duly sworn.)

2 Whereupon,

3 DEAN MICHAEL

4 being first duly sworn or affirmed to testify to

5 the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the

6 truth, was examined and testified as follows:

7  EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE PLAINTIFF
8 BYMR. BLACK:

9 Q. Chief, we met earlier. My name is Jay

10 Black and I represent Curt Larrick. Have you had
11 your deposition taken before?

12 A On this matter, sir.

13 Q. No,onanymatter.

14 A. Idon't recall having a deposition.
15 Q. Okay. Just acouple ground rules for
16 today.

17 A. Sure.

18 Q. Ifatanypoint intime you can't hear

19 me, will you let me know that?

20 A, Yes,Iwill,

21 Q. Will youalso let me know if you don't
22 understand a question I'm asking you?

23 A Yes,sir.

24 Q. Ifatany time you need a break, please
25 let me know that. I would just ask that you

the office, answer to the SherifT, the elected
Sheriff. Iassist in running the day-to-day
operations, whether it be with the courts, the
prison transportation, the service of process,
any other duties that I'm assigned.

Q. And do you have employees that are
direct reports to you?

A. Yes,Ido.
9 Q. Andhowmany employees report directly
10 to you?
11 A. We have, I have two additional command
12 staff personnel, a captain and a licutenant that
13 are beneath me, and then we have five sergeants,
14 and we have approximately 32 deputies, some
15 full-time and some part-time.
16 Q. What was your last employment prior to
17 being employed by the Beaver County Sheriff's
18 Office?
19 A, Iworked for the U.S. Marshal's
20 service.
21 Q. And during what period of time did you
22 work for the U.S. Marshal's service?
23 A. November 12th of 1985 through January
24 11th, 2014.
25 Q. Andbetween the period of time your

0 NN E W -

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM




Case 2:16-cv-00282-CRE Document 37-3 Filed 07/13/17 Page 7 of 37

Transcript of Dean Michael

3 (9 to 12)

Conducted on March 8, 2017

9
service ended with the Marshal's Service and when
you started with the Beaver County Sheriff's
Office, were you working at all?

A. Yes. I worked the summer before I
began here I worked for the Township of Chippewa.
I worked with their road department. My
assignment there was to take care of the parks in
Chippewa Township.
9 Q. Canyoutell me the process that you
10 went through to be hired as the Chief Deputy?
11 A Well,initially I had planned to run
12 for Sheriff myself, and it was at one of those
13 early meetings with the Republican party that I
14 met Sheriff Guy. Shortly after that I had
15 changed my mind and decided not to pursue that
16 endeavor, and I had very little contact from that
17 point on with the Beaver County Sheriff's Office
18 until Sheriff Guy contacted me sometime shortly
19 after the election.
20 Q. And prior to that meeting you
21 referenced, did you know Tony Guy at all?
22 A Ididnet.
23 Q. Did youhave any involvement in Tony
24 Guy's campaign for Sheriff?
25 A. 1did not, other than I did come to one

NN R WN ==

11

1 know Sergeant Hurst at all?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And how did you know Sergeant
Hurst?

A. Tactually worked, back in the early
'80s, for a brief period of time at the Beaver
County Sheriff's Office, and Sergeant Hurst had
been in Beaver County law enforcement for many,
9 many years. So in the course of my employment
10 prior to the Marshal's Service I was acquainted
11 with Mike.
12 Q. And when you started as Chief, were
13 there any other employees there that you knew
14 from your previous time in the Sheriff's
15 Department?
16 A. Yes. Ipreviously worked under the
17 command of Ralph Ramanna who served as the Chief
18 Deputy back in the early 1980s. I was also
19 familiar with Lieutenant James McGeehan.
20 And I had occasion also to deal with
21 some of the warrant team here at the Sheriff's
22 Office. My last 10 years with the U.S. Marshal's
23 Service I ran the Northern Ohio Violent Fugitive
24 Task Force, and since Youngstown, Ohio is where 1
25 was assigned is not far from here, we often times

R NN b WwN

10 12
1 luncheon that he had and I believe I may have 1 shared the same criminal element. So I would
2 sold some tickets for him for that. But other 2 contact them for assistance and they would
3 than that, I played no part in his campaign. 3 contact me as well.
4 Q. Do yourecall where that luncheon was? 4 Q. Andfrom that warrant team, who did you
5 A. That was in Hopewell. 1don't know 5 work with that you recall?
6 exactly-- Idon't recall, it might have been a 6 A. Anthony Buccilli and Thomas Shane.
7 church somewhere up there. 7 Q. Priorto, prior to you becoming Chief,
8 Q. Do yourecall atime frame of when that 8 did you have any role in the transition to Tony
9 was? 9 Guy becoming Sheriff?
10 A. That would have been probably the 10 A. I'm not sure I understand. Are you
11 summer or late summer, early fall of201S5. 11 talking about after he became Sheriff?
12 Q. Would have that been during the general 12 Q. After he was elected, but before he was
13 election? 13 sworn in, that kind of transition period.
14 A. Well,it was prior to the election. 14 A. Yes,Idid.
15 Q. Butthe campaign for the general 15 Q. Okay. And what was the role you had
16 election I guess would be more accurate as 16 during that period?
17 opposed to the primary? 17 A. Iwas contacted I think late November
18 A. [Ibelieve it was the general election. 18 2015 and asked by Sheriff Guy if I would assist
19 Q. Atthat luncheon were there any 19 him in conducting interviews of the employees
20 employees there from the Sheriff's Department 20 that were at that time in the Sheriff's Office.
21 that you're aware of? 21 Q. Andprior to being contacted about
22 A The only one I recall seeing was 22 asking to help with these interviews, had you
23 Sergeant Hurst, Michael Hurst. Ireally didn't 23 discussed at all with Mr. Guy about having a
24 know many people there, so. 24 position in his office?
25 Q. Andprior to-that luncheon, did you 25 A. Isent him a resume sometime after his
PLANET DEPOS
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Transcript of Dean Michael 4 (13 to 16)
Conducted on March 8, 2017

13 15
1 election, and other than that we really didn't 1 Q. I've handed you what we have marked as
2 discuss it. As a matter of fact, when he called 2 Exhibit 1 of the deposition. Are these your
3 me to conduct these interviews, he had not 3 notes?
4 offered me a job at that point. 4 A, Theyare not.
5 Q. Anddid youconduct the interviews? 5 Q. Okay. Do yourecognize the handwriting
6 A. Yes. The majority of them. There were 6 of these?
7 afew that were conducted prior to me assisting 7 A, This appears to be written by Sheriff
8 him. 8 Guy.
9 Q. Anddo you have any recollection of who 9 Q. Andhave you seen Sheriff Guy's
10 was interviewed prior to you assisting with him? 10 handwriting in other contexts?
11 A. Yes, Lieutenant Fratangelli. Let's 11 A, Yes.
12 see, Lieutenant Dave McGeehan, Captain Jay 12 Q. Withrespect to Deputy Larrick's
13 Alstadt. Those were the three that I'm aware of. 13 interview, can you tell me what you recall you
14 Oh, I'm not sure of his title, but Thomas Ochs. 14 said in that interview?
15 Now, when I came to help him, I did 15 A. Well, the interview itself was rather
16 talk to two of those at a later time. I talked 16 unremarkable. The only thing that stuck out in
17 to McGeehan and Alstadt. But I did that 17 my mind when we spoke to Mr. Larrick was he
18 one-on-one with them. But the other two I had 18 commented he was concerned about some interaction
19 not spoken to. 19 that Sergeant Hurst had with his spouse. Other
20 Q. Anddidyouinterview Curtis Larrick? 20 than that, he was pleasant, really nothing else
21 A, Yes. 21 stood out.
22 Q. Andhad you met Larrick at any time 22 Q. Do yourecall if Larrick had any
23 prior to the interview? 23 documents with him?
24 A. Ihadnot. 24 A. [Ibelieve he did have some documents.
25 Q. Hadyou heard of Curtis Larrick in any 25 He was referencing some phone calls or text

14 16

1 context prior to that?

2 A. No, Idid not.

3 Q. Andwithrespect to the interview of

4 Larrick, where did that take place?

5 A, That was in this room here.

6 Q. Okay. And who was all present for that

7 interview?

8 A, Sheriff Guy and myself.

9 Q. Didyou take any notes in that

10 interview?

11 A Veryfew.

12 Q. Okay. Did you retain those notes?

13 A Those were turned over, I believe.

14 Q. Okay. I'mtrying to figure out whose

15 notes are whose. So I'm going to --

16 A. Generally my notes were very limited.
17 1did alot of the interviewing and I may have
18 wrote down a shift that the Deputy was working or
19 some minor comment, but I did not take detailed
20 notes on the interview.

21 (THEREUPON, Michael Deposition Exhibit
22 1 was marked for identification.)

23 MS. JONES: You can keep that in front

24 of you. If he wants to ask you about it.

25 THE WITNESS: Sure.

1 messages that may have been sent to his wife from
2 Sergeant Hurst.
3 Q. Andinyour notes did you record that
4 atall?

5 A Ididnot.
6 Q. Okay. Inthe interview, do yourecall

7 what you said to Larrick?

8 A. The only thing I recall asking him, we

9 had interviewed several people prior to

10 interviewing him and it was a common theme that
11 arose concerning Mr. Larrick. And that theme was
12 his inability to be truthful when questioned. So

13 I asked him about that, and he of course denied

14 that he had a problem with being truthful.

15 Q. Do yourecall who had told you that

16 Larrick had a problem being truthful?

17 A. Idonot.

18 Q. Isitfair to say based on what you

19 said earlier, you never met with Ochs?

20 A. Ididnot.

21 Q. Okay.

22 A, [Iknew him from years back, just from

23 my living my entire life in this county, I was

24 aware that he was in law enforcement. So I knew
25 of him. But I did not interview him in reference

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM
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Transcript of Dean Michael 5 (17 to 20)
Conducted on March 8, 2017

17 19
1 to this matter. 1 by the Sheriff?
2 Q. Andwithrespect to Fratangelli, did 2 A, That's correct.
3 youalso not have any contact at all with 3 Q. Okay. And do you recall if you had
4 Fratangelli? 4 discussed with McGeehan, Larrick?
5 A. Idid not know who he was. I had no 5 A Yes.
6 contact. 6 Q. Anddo yourecall what McGeehan said
7 Q. Andis it fair to say that you had no 7 with respect to Larrick?
8 idea what Fratangelli's opinion was as to 8 A Again, not in specific terms, but he
9 Larrick? 9 related that he had difficulty telling the truth.
10 A. Ihave no idea. 10 Q. Andinall of these interviews, did
11 Q. And the same could be said for Ochs as 11 anybody give you any example of what Larrick had
12 well? 12 done where he was not telling the truth?
13 A. That's correct. 13 A, Ido remember a couple examples, and I
14 Q. Okay. Did you discuss at any point in 14 don't recall who actually presented them, but one
15 time with Jay Alstadt, Larrick? 15 spoke of the fact that Mr. Larrick had called off
16 A. Yes,whenlinterviewed him, 16 on a couple different occasions for the death of
17 one-on-one, we did discuss personnel in the 17 a family member, and, grandfather possibly or a
18 office. That was one of the questions that the 18 grandmother, and then he used the same excuse at
19 Sheriff and I had devised we wanted to try to 19 some point later for the same relative.
20 identify any problems or any individuals that 20 Q. Anyother examples given to you of
21 were problem individuals, and I do remember 21 Mr. Larrick not telling the truth?
22 discussing that with Captain Alstadt. 22 A, The only other comment I recall from
23 Q. Anddo yourecall what Captain Alstadt 23 one of the deputies was that he believed that
24 said with respect to Larrick? 24 Mr. Larrick would probably tell the truth at
25 A. Notin specific terms, but as I 25 least once this year.

18 20
1 mentioned earlier the general theme was that he I Q. Do yourecall what deputy that was?
2 had difficulty with the truth. 2 A Idonot.
3 Q. And that came from Alstadt? 3 Q. Did youdiscuss Larrick with Hurst?
4 A, Yes. 4 A. No, not that [ recall.
5 Q. I'wantto getback to Larrick's 5 Q. Okay. Anddid you have any discussions
6 interview. Do you remember anything that Tony 6 with Assistant Chief Tallon regarding Larrick?
7 Guy said during that interview? 7  A. No, and as a matter of fact he is
8 A, No. We had alist of question 8 another one I did not interview. I think he was
9 objectives and we pretty much went down that 9 off or he was in the process of retirement, so I
10 list. If you have that list, that's what we 10 don't believe we spoke to him at that time.
11 would ask them. 11 Q. Other than what you've told me so far,
12 (THEREUPON, Michael Deposition Exhibit 12 do you remember anything else regarding any other
13 2 was marked for identification.) 13 individual talking to you about Larrick not
14 Q. Is this the list you were referring to? 14 telling the truth?
15 A. Yes. 15 A. No.
16 Q. Okay. And were all the interviewees 16 Q. Andhowmany people do you think
17 asked these questions at the interviews you were 17 brought that up with you?
18 present for? 18 A. Iwould say that at least 60 to 70
19 A. Yes. 19 percent of the deputies all had the same opinion.
20 Q. Andyoumentioned that you did at some 20 Q. Andat any point in time were you made
21 point have a follow-up with McGeehan, is that 21 aware that Larrick had been out on a medical
22 accurate? At some point you met? 22 leave for a period of time?
23 A, [Itwasn't afollow-up. It was an 23 A Yes.
24 initial interview. 24 Q. Anddo you know who made you aware of
25 Q. Because he had already been interviewed 25 that?

PLANET DEPOS
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Transcript of Dean Michael 6 (21 to 24)
Conducted on March 8, 2017

21 23
1  A. That may have been Captain Alstadt. 1 pending?
2 Q. And did Captain Alstadt say anything to 2 A. Tdon't recall the status, whether they
3 yourelated to the medical leave causing a 3 were completed or whether they were pending. I
4 problem within the department? 4 don't know. '
5 A. Ido not recall that, no. 5 Q. And with respect to Fratangelli, what
6 Q. DidCaptain Alstadt ever tell you that 6 was discussed with reasons that he might not be
7 employees were angry that Larrick was not at work 7 retained?
8 very often? 8 A, There were a couple issues with him.
9 A Ido notrecall that. 9 There was an issue where he was in uniform at a
10 Q. And withrespect to Captain Alstadt, 10 club under the influence of alcohol. There was
11 did you ever have a meeting with him and Tony Guy 11 also an incident at Friendship Ridge where he was
12 to discuss personnel? 12 involved in an investigation of an individual up
13 A, Yes. 13 there and had potentially made false statements
14 Q. Okay. Where did that take place? 14 within the affidavit of arrest.
15 A. Ittook place at Sheriff Guy's 15 Q. And withrespect to Clark, what was
16 residence. 16 discussed with Clark as somebody that might not
17 Q. Andwas Larrick discussed in that 17 be retained?
18 meeting? 18 A. The theme with Mr. Clark was he was the
19 A Yes. 19 type of person who, he had a lengthy career with
20 Q. Anddo yourecall what was discussed 20 the Pittsburgh Police Department. I got the
21 with respect to Larrick in that meeting? 21 feeling from speaking to deputies that he felt at
22 A. Notinspecific terms, but the theme, 22 times he was above the duties of a Deputy
23 that he had difficulty with the truth was 23 Sheriff, and quite often he would be given
24 discussed. We discussed that we believed this 24 assignments and he would not fulfill those
25 was a character issue and he was identified as 25 assignments, and he would generally go to the

2 24
1 one of the employees that would probably not be 1 former Sheriff and then the Sheriff would
2 retained because of that. 2 overrule whoever had given him the assignment and
3 Q Okay. And in that meeting were there 3 he did not have to work that assignment.
4 any other employees that were identified as 4 Q. Do youremember who it was that had
5 people that might not be retained? 5 complaints regarding Clark?
6 A Yes. 6 A. Notspecifically, but a large number of
7 Q. Andwho was identified in that meeting? 7 the deputies spoke about him.
8 A. Tom Ochs, Frat, Fratangelli. Let's 8 Q. Anddid Alstadt express an opinion as
9 see, Paul Clark, Mr. Tibolet. I don't recall his 9 to whether Clark should be retained or not?
10 first name. Tanya Kuhlber. And there was 10 A. Yes, he had expressed similar opinion
11 another deputy that was off on leave, Stevenson, 11 that quite often he was not fulfilling his
12 due to legal issues. That should have been at 12 duties.
13 least 7. 13 Q. Did Alstadt say if he agreed that Clark
14 MS. JONES: You listed six. 14 should be let go?
15 Q. Andwe're goingto look at that list. 15 A. Idon'trecall whether he agreed, but I
16 A. Well, the other one would have been, of 16 don't recall him dissenting.
17 course, Larrick. 17 Q. Withrespect to Tibolet, what was
18 Q. Larrickis seven. And with respect to 18 discussed at that meeting regarding him
19 that meeting at Tony Guy’s house, what was 19 potentially not being retained?
20 discussed with respect to why Ochs might be 20 A. Sergeant Tibolet had also provided an
21 somebody that's not retained? 21 initial false statement to the Pennsylvania State
22 A, Mr. Ochs had been arrested by the 22 Police during their investigation of former
23 Pennsylvania State Police and that was the 23 Sheriff David, and it was also made known to a
24 primary reason that he was not being retained. 24 number of the deputies that he had an alcohol
25 Q. Anddid he have criminal charges 25 problem and we believed that he would come to

PLANET DEPOS
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Transcript of Dean Michael 7 (25 to 28)
Conducted on March 8, 2017
25 27
1 work under the influence of alcohol. 1 Marshal's Service was like a large Sheriff's
2 Q. Do youremember if Tibolet ever had 2 office, so I was very familiar with the duties of
3 charges pending against him? 3 the Sheriff's Office, and I put this list
4 A, That I'm not sure. 4 together and sent it to Sheriff Guy as a
5 Q. And with respect Tanya Kuhlber, what S potential guide for him upon taking office.
6 was discussed with Kuhlber? 6 Q. Andwhen were you actually offered the
7 A, She had, she had issues with a couple 7 Chief position?
8 ofdeputies. At one point there was, she had 8 A. Ibelieve the last interview we did was
9 turned some uniforms back in, and I don't recall 9 onDecember 10th or shortly thereafter. It was
10 the reason she did that, but she had filled all 10 sometime, I'd say, within a week or 10 days after
11 the pockets full of glitter, pretty much 11 that.
12 rendering the uniform very difficult to be reused 12 Q. And did you personally make
13 by other deputies. She also had some domestic 13 recommendations to the Sheriff as to who should
14 issues with a boyfriend or a husband, my 14 be retained and not retained?
15 recollection, and that was the issue with her. 15 A. Yes.
16 Q. Andwithrespect to Stevenson, was she 16 Q. Okay. Who did you recommend not be
17 out on leave because she had criminal charges 17 retained?
18 pending against her? 18 A. All of the ones that were mentioned
19 A. Yes. 19 with the exception of Kuhiber. Iidentified the
20 Q. And with Kuhlber, did Alstadt express 20 other six.
21 any opinion whether she should be retained or 21 Q. And why did you not recommend Kuhlber?
22 not? 22 A, Well, Iviewed what she had done as
23 A, Ido not recall him speaking about her. 23 more of a prank. But when I discussed the issue
24 Q. Ijust want to kind of get back to 24 with Sheriff Guy, he did remind me of the
25 Larrick for asecond. In this meeting was there 25 domestic issues and so I did agree at that point.
26 28
1 any discussion about Larrick having domestic 1 But for the glitter and the clothing, I wasn't
2 issues? 2 sure that that had risen to that level.
3 A Theonly time I recall that the spouse 3 Q. Withrespect to Kuhlber and the
4 was mentioned is when it was the issues he 4 domestic issues, do you recall what they were?
5 identified between his spouse and Sergeant Hurst. 5 A Irecall one of the deputies telling me
6 Q. And that was when Larrick raised it 6 that her and her spouse or boyfriend got into
7 with youin his interview? 7 some type of altercation and she attempted to run
8 A Yes. 8 him over with her vehicle.
9 Q. Andprior to Larrick raising it to you, 9 Q. Do yourecall who it was that told you

10 were you aware of any domestic issues involving
11 Larrick?

12 A No.

13 Q. Andother, and I'm just trying to be

14 clear on this, other than what Larrick raised

15 with you, had you heard anything about domestic
16 issues affecting Larrick?

17 A Ididnot.

18 (THEREUPON, Michael Deposition Exhibit
19 3 was marked for identification.)

20 Q. TIhand you Exhibit 3 of your

21 deposition. This is a document produced to us in
22 discovery. What is this document?

23 A, After I was offered employment by

24 Sheriff Guy, I put this list together as a guide
25 for him, where I used to work, the U. S.

10 that?

11 A. TIbelieve that was Deputy Bredemeir.

12 Q. Andjustso I'm clear on this, was

13 there anybody that you recommended not be

14 retained that was retained anyways?

15 A No.

16 Q. And withrespectto your recommendation
17 as to who should not be retained, when did you

18 make that actual recommendation?

19 A, Well, following each interview, the

20 Sheriff and I would discuss the actual interview
21 itself, and I would say probably the final

22 decision was not made until the meeting in his
23 home.

24 Q. And that would have been the meeting

25 with Tony Guy, Captain Alstadt and yourself?

PLANET DEPOS
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Transcript of Dean Michael 8 (29 to 32)
Conducted on March 8, 2017

29 31
1 A, That's correct. 1 some of the individuals on the list and what you
2 Q. Didyou speak to anyone outside the 2 know of them.
3 Sheriff's Department regarding Larrick? 3 Withrespect to Ochs, do you know who
4 A Idon'trecall doing that. 4 Ochs supported in the general election for
5 Q. Anddid youreview any personnel 5 Sheriff?
6 records for any of the deputies in the Sheriff's 6 A. No.
7 Department before your recommendation? 7 Q. Looking at this list, and maybe we can
8 A Ididnet. 8 go through line by line, but if you look through
9 Q. Andwithrespect to Larrick, did you 9 this list, are you able to tell me if you know if
10 review any documents related to Larrick before 10 any of these individuals supported Tony Guy in
11 you made your recommendation? 11 the election?
12 A Ididnot. 12 A. Thave no knowledge who any of them
13 Q. Other than employees telling you about 13 supported.
14 Larrick not telling the truth, was there anything 14 Q. Did you believe Hurst supported Guy?
15 else that helped you make a decision not to 15 A Ididn't know that, no.
16 recommend retaining him? 16 Q. Butyousawhim at an event for Guy?
17 A. No. 17 A. 1didsee him at an event, yes.
18 (THEREUPON, Michael Deposition Exhibit 18 Q. Okay. Did, were you aware if any of
19 4 was marked for identification.) 19 these individuals had signs for Guy?
20 Q. Hand you what we have marked Exhibit 4 20 A. Ididnot know that. Just so I got the
21 of your deposition. Have you seen this document 21 time frame right, you're speaking of just before
22 before? 22 the election or is this after?
23 A No. 23 Q. During the election season, during the
24 Q. Do yourecognize the handwriting on 24 campaign,
25 this document? 25 A. Okay.

30 32
1 A Yes. 1 Q. During the campaign season, did you
2 Q. Andwhose handwriting do you believe it 2 know what individuals were supporting Guy in the
3 is? 3 election?
4 A Sheriff Guy. 4 A Ididnot.
5 Q. Okay. Withrespect to Larrick, were 5 MR. BLACK: I think I'm pretty close to
6 youinvolved in any discussions with Tony Guy 6  being done if we can just go off the record
7 regarding Larrick having testified against former 7  forasecond.
8 Sheriff David? 8 MS. JONES: Sure.
9 A No. 9 VIDEOGRAPHER: We are going off the
10 Q. Were you aware at all that Larrick had 10 record. The timeis 2:17 p.m.
11 testified against David? 11 (Recess taken.)
12 A Yes. 12 VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the
13 Q. Andhow were you aware of that? 13 record. The time is 2:22 p.m. Please
14 A. Imay have read that on the Beaver 14 proceed.
15 Countian blog. 15 Q. [Ijustwantedto go briefly back to
16 Q. Anddidyou have any opinion as to 16 Mr. Larrick's interview. In his interview, did
17 whether Larrick had testified truthfully or 17 Larrick raise with you any concerns he had
18 untruthfully in that matter? 18 related to how Tallon was treating him?
19 A. Ididnot. 19 A. Idon'trecall that.
20 (THEREUPON, Michael Deposition Exhibit 20 Q. Okay. Inhis interview did Larrick ask
21 5 was marked for identification.) 21 you to speak with Rick Darbut at all regarding
22 Q. Hand you what we have marked as Exhibit 22 issues he was having with his co-workers?
23 5. Have you seen this document before? 23 A No.
24 A. No. 24 Q. Andinhis interview did Larrick ask if
25 Q. Okay. Ijust want to ask you about 25 you would talk to the State Police regarding

PLANET DEPOS
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TONY SUY
BEAVER COUNTY SHERGF
Beaver County Courthouse

Beaver, Pa 15009

January 4, 2015

Bemard J. Rabik, Esquire
Chief County Solicitor
Beaver County Ceurthouse
Beaver, PA 15009

RE: Notice of futent to Invoke Act 1620 Rights
Dear Mr. Rabik:

This is in follow-up to my December 30, 20135 letter tc you. As stated in that letier, as
Sheriff of Beaver County, I am immediately invioking the rights to hire, discharge, fire and
maintain ali the supervising rights and obligations with respect to any and all cmployees of the
office of Beaver County Sheriff granted to the Sheriff and guaranteed under Section 1620 of the
County Code, 16 P.S. § 1620. :

Pursuant to that authority vested in me by 16 2.8, 1620, effective Yanuary 4, 2016, the
llowing aanployees are discharged from their duties and positions with the Office of Sheriff for
the County of Beaver and their commissions for their positions shall be revoked:

Licutenant Thomas Ochs
» Lieutenant John J. Frentangeli
e Deputy Paul Clark
o Deputy Tanya A. Kuhlber
o Deputy Curt Larrick
» Sergeant Michael Tibolet
» Deputy Kayla D. Stevenson

My plau is to meet with each of these individuals, if they are available, during the early
moming hows of January 4, 2016. to orally carry out the exercise of my rights under 1620.

Further, I am this day revoking the previous.appointment and commissionof Jay Alstadt as
Chief Deputy and [ hereby appoint and commissiaon Dean Michael as Chief Deputy Sheriff.
Deputy Alstadt will remain on rhe force af rank of Captain. Both of the actions referenced in this
paragraph are talen pursuant to the 1620 righis mtioned above and pursuant to authority
granied to the Sheriff of Beaver Couniy in 16 P.S. § 1203, . '

CL_000001
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Bernard J. Rabik, Esquire
January 4, 2016
Page Two

The next aciicn is fo revoke the appointment of Deputy Jsmes Motieshan fom the rank of
Captain and to appomt him at the rank of Liswenant.

A copy of this letter shall also be served on each perscn impacied by these chan 263 50 that
appropriate arrangernents can be made in return all Coun ity equipmenl end property to this office.
Further, by copy ot this letter, each impacied individual is being directed to the Human
Resources Departraent of Beaver County so that ali other rost employrest issues can be
handled theough that office.

Finally, please advise if the Gtfice of the County Solicitor will foilow thicwgly with the
documents that must be recoxded 0 revoke any prior commissions of the discharged t.umlcwms
or whether that is an action that you require to be completed by the Solicitor for the Shetiff who |
am this day appointing, Miichell Shahen.

. Thapkgypu, for vour consideration and [ fook forward ¢ working with vou.
- " y . '.,- B g P\ ! u"".'!. .2 ‘ :' v

i Yery ooy vours,
T ceigdeoen e B s T b i Ul o ames vt o b P
o N et oo S b e
Tony Guy
, o , B"awr Cou"lty She uft; ‘ ey
R B N s U AN IR D AR I T PO
O U P S T A N A S T ..“: - te JAC R PRTS LR i
MP.S/mlm B A . -
< Sy A ‘!Iv " Lt Vel aoT R TR K T R ER i vy, ¢ jate
iV v - ¢ (R L e
&c: Rxchdd Dmbut H n,mzm Rasotres Direois
"7 " Beaver County Deputy Sheriffs A s~.0(..1a1 on .
C‘hnefl'};,putj Yay Alstade . ey m b Seibs o
) \.,apta }Jamc\\ilrbcenan o ‘ S T -
R t . $hfy TS RA N N
Lleuuemm Thomas Uuhs . L, e

Lleutenan( ohn' Ffanttmoeh
* Sergeant Michael Tiboiet
Deputy Paul Clack L e
Deputy Tanya A. Kuklber S
Deputy Curt Latrick

Deputy Kayla D. Stevensen
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DATE: _©Q/ 1047/

EMPLOYEE NAME: C urTiS LAM cj

MAILINGADDRESS: __ 72 )7m4 Streer

Street (or) Route No.
_Ampscce Pa ) 5003
City (or) Town State Zip Code

PHONENo. (72Y) 6e|~ 3571
POSITION TITLE: ,Depur)/ S fe i
DEPARTMENT/POSITION NOS.: _ A 450 - 5 1%

TERMINATION EFFECTIVEDATE: __©/ 104 /b

LASTDAY WORKED: ___ ¢} s 0%, 16

REASON FOR SEPARATION: [ 1 Resignation D4 Discharge [ ] Other

EXPLAIN: _Q&ﬂgm-mdwr Lesrrveryee. - va,)/ (ooe /(20

ELIGIBLE FOR REHIRE: [ ] Yes P Neo

DEFDISC0010
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT No. 16-282
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA
CURTIS LARRICK Civil Division
Plaintiff, No. 16-282
v

THE SHERIFF OF BEAVER COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA; BEAVER COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA and ANTHONY GUY,

Sheriff of Beaver County in his individual capacity,

Defendants. JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

PLAINTIFE’S FIRST INTERROGATORIES AND REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION
OF DOCUMENTS DIRECTED TO DEFENDANTS

Pursuant to Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 33 and 34, Plaintiff Curtis Larrick (hereinafter
"Plaintiff") requests that the Sheriff of Beaver County, Pennsylvania, Beaver County, Pennsylvania,
and Anthony Guy (hereinafter "Defendants") answer the following Interrogatories and produce for
inspection and copying at the offices of Samuel J. Cordes & Associates, 245 Fort Pitt Boulevard,
Pittsburgh, PA 15222, the documents requested herein within thirty (30) days of service of the
following Interrogatories and Requests.

DEFINITIONS

1. “Document(s)” means all materials within the full scope of Rule 34 including but not
limited to all writings and recordings, which includes but is not limited to:

(a)  the originals and all non-identical copies, whether different from the original
by reason of any notation made on such copies or otherwise (including but
not without limitation to email and attachments, correspondence, memoranda,
notes, diaries, minutes, statistics, letters, telegrams, contracts, reports, studies,
checks, statements, tags, labels, invoices, brochures, periodicals, receipts,
returns, summaries, pamphlets, books, interoffice and intraoffice
communications, offers, notations of any sort of conversations, working

papers, applications, permits, file wrappers, indices, telephone calls, meetings
or printouts, teletypes, telefax, worksheets and all drafts, alterations,
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INTERROGATORIES

1. Identify each and every fringe benefit Plaintiff was eligible to receive during his
employment, its dollar value, and percentage of total salary, including all hospitalization, retirement,
pension, disability, medical, dental, life insurance and any other types of fringe benefits of any value
to the Plaintiff whatsoever.

ANSWER:
2. Identify every reason why Defendants terminated Plaintiff.
ANSWER:
3. Identify the person(s) who ultimately decided to terminate Plaintiff’s employment and

every person who participated in the decision or assisted the decision maker(s). With regard to each
person so identified:

a. State the person’s name, current address and job title at the time of
participation in the termination decision; and

b. Describe in detail the specific role the person played in making the decision
to terminate Plaintiff.

ANSWER:

4, Identify the individual(s) who assumed Plaintiff’s job responsibilities and the date
he/she assumed them.
ANSWER:

5. Identify the individual(s) who supported Defendant Guy but were terminated by
Defendants, as alleged in your Fourth Affirmative Defense.
ANSWER:

6. Identify the individual(s) who supported Wayne Kress for Sheriff but were retained
by Defendants, as alleged in your Fourth Affirmative Defense.

ANSWER:
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8. Produce all documents which support your contention that Plaintiff failed to mitigate
his damages, as alleged in Defendants’ Seventh Affirmative Defense.

ANSWER:

Respectfully submitted,

Samuel J. Cordes & Associates

/S/ Megan M. Block
Samuel J. Cordes

Megan M. Block

Pa. I.D. No. 54874 (Cordes)
Pa. I.D. No. 319263 (Block)

245 Fort Pitt Boulevard
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
(412) 281-7991

Attorneys for Plaintiff
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify on this __ ™ day of June, 2016, I served a copy of the foregoing Plaintiff’s
First Interrogatories and Request for Production of Documents Directed to Defendants via
electronic mail upon the following:

Marie Milie Jones
Jones Passodelis, PLLC
Gulf Tower, Suite 3510

707 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

mjones@jonespassodelis.com

/S/ Megan M. Block
Megan M. Block
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

CURTIS LARRICK, Civil Action No. 2:16-cv-282-CRE
Plaintiff, MAGISTRATE JUDGE CYNTHIA REED EDDY
v.

THE SHERIFF OF BEAVER COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, BEAVER COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA and ANTHONY GUY,
Sheriff of Beaver County in his individual

capacity,
Defendants. JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

DEFENDANTS’ ANSWERS TO PLAINTIFF’S FIRST INTERROGATORIES AND
RESPONSES TO REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS

AND NOW, come defendants, THE SHERIFF OF BEAVER COUNTY, BEAVER COUNTY OF
PENNSYLVANIA, and ANTHONY GUY, by and through their undersigned counsel,
JonesPassodelis, PLLC, and serve the within Answers to Plaintiff's First Interrogatories and
Responses to Request for Production of Documents as follows:

INTERROGATORIES

1, Identify each and every fringe benefit Plaintiff was eligible to receive during his
employment, its dollar value, and percentage of total salary, including all hospitalization,
retirement, pension, disability, medical, dental, life insurance and any other types of fringe
benefits of any value to the Plaintiff whatsoever.

ANSWER: Objection as to proportionality, on the basis that the burden of the expense to
gather the information sought outweighs the benefit and that Plaintiff should
have this information. Without waiving said objections and notwithstanding
the fact that Plaintiff is in the better position to provide information about his
personal finances, see the Collective Bargaining Agreement produced within
Defendant’ Second Supplemental Disclosures and documents from Plaintiff’s
personnel file produced in Defendants’ Initial Disclosures. See also the
attached recent Arbitration decision.

(W0095856 1}
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2.

ANSWER:

3.

identify every reason why Defendants terminated Plaintiff.

Objection to the extent that this interrogatory calls for information which is
already set forth in Defendants’ Answer or would be more fully described in
testimony of Defendant Guy. Without waiving said objection, Sheriff Guy
made the decision to terminate Plaintiff for reasons that were learned about
Plaintiff while interviewing employees and other persons and gathering
information about the operation of the Sheriff's Department. Through the
interviews, it was determined that Plaintiff had a reputation for lying and
other qualities Sheriff Guy found to be inappropriate. Sheriff Guy terminated
Plaintiff through the authority vested in him by 16 P.S. §1620. By way of
further response, see Termination Letter and interview notes produced within
Defendants’ Initial Disclosures.

Identify the person(s) who uitimately decided to terminate Plaintiff's

employment and every person who participated in the decision or assisted the decision
maker(s). With regard to each person so identified:

ANSWER:

4.

a. State the person’s name, current address and job title at the time of
participation in the termination decision; and

b. Describe in detail the specific role the person played in making the
decision to terminate Plaintiff.

Objection. This interrogatory is vague to the extent that it assumes that more
than one person was responsible for the decision to terminate Plaintiff and
conflates the decision-making process for terminating Plaintiff. Without
waiving said objection, Sheriff Anthony Guy ultimately made the decision to
terminate Plaintiff for reasons that were learned about Plaintiff while
interviewing employees and other persons and gathering information about
the operation of the Sheriff’'s Department. By way of further response, see
interview notes produced with Defendants’ Initial Disclosures.

Identify the individual(s) who assumed Plaintiff's job responsibilities and the

date he/she assumed them.

ANSWER:

(W0059856.1)

Objection. This interrogatory is vague to the extent that it is unclear what is
meant by the phrasing assumed Plaintiff's job responsibilities. Without
waiving said objection, Plaintiff was not replaced.
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7.

L ]

Produce all documents which support your contention that Plaintiff failed to

exhaust his administrative remedies, as alleged in Defendants’ Second Affirmative Defense.

RESPONSE:

8.

Such affirmative defense was based upon the Union Grievance process set
forth In the Collective Bargaining Agreement. At the time of answering
Plaintiff's Complaint, Plaintiff had filed a grievance with his union and the
proceedings were ongoing. It is belleved at this time that the outstanding
grievance has gone to arbitration and a decision rendered.

Produce all documents which support your contention that Plaintiff failed to

mitigate his damages, as alleged in Defendants’ Seventh Affirmative Defense.

RESPONSE:

{W0099356 1)

Failure to mitigate damages was asserted by the County to indicate the
County’s position on the issue of damages. At the early stages of discovery,
information regarding the mitigation of damages is premature, as it is
unknown what specific efforts Plaintiff has undertaken to find work.
Therefore, to the extent that the County discovers such information
throughout discovery, the County reserves the right to amend its response to
this Request to include such information. By way of further response, to the
extent that this Request relates to lost wages, see the Collective Bargaining
Agreement and personnel records produced in the Defendants’ Initial
Disclosures.

JONESPASSODELIS, PLLC

By: _s/Marie Milie Jones
MARIE MILIE JONES, ESQUIRE
PA L.D. #49711

Gulf Tower, Suite 3510
707 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
Phone: (412) 315-7272
Fax: (412) 315-7273

E-Mail: mjones@]onespassodelis.com

Counsel for Defendants
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LARRICK

VERIFICATION

I, ANTHONY GUY, Sheriff of Beaver County, state that | am authorized to make this
verification and have read the foregoing ANSWERS TO PLAINTIFF’S FIRST INTERROGATORIES.
The statements therein are true and correct to the best of my personal knowledge,

information, and belief.
This statement of verification is made subject to the penaities of 18 Pa. C.S.A. § 4904

relating to unsworn falsification to authorities, which provides that if | make knowingly false

averments, | may be subject to criminal penalties.

— 7 ot

ANTHONY G riff of Beaver County
Date: Osloz! 20L&

1W0099856.1)
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VERIFICATION

I, JOSEPH WEIDNER, CHIEF OF STAFF, state that | am authorized to make this
verification and have read the foregoing ANSWERS TO PLAINTIFF’S FIRST INTERROGATORIES.
The statements therein are true and correct to the best of my personal knowledge,

information, and belief.

This statement of verification is made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. C.5.A. § 4904
relating to unsworn falsification to authorities, which provides that if | make knowingly false

averments, | may be subject to criminal penalties.

ﬂ[&-\-w—:@

Jo{eph Weidner, Chief of Staff
Date: g'/ //! Py
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing
document has been forwarded to all counsel of record by:

_____U.S. First Class Mail, Postage Paid

___ Hand Delivery

_____ Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested
Facsimile Transmittal

UPS Delivery

X___ Electronic Filing/Service

at the following address:

Samuel J. Cordes, Esquire
Megan M. Block, Esquire
Samuel J. Cordes & Associates
245 Fort Pitt Boulevard, 2™ Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

JONESPASSODELIS, PLLC

Date: August 4, 2016 s/Marie Milie Jones
MARIE MILIE JONES, Esquire

Counsel for Defendants

{W0099856.1}
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

CURTIS LARRICK. Civil Division
Plaintiff, No.16-282
V. Magistrate Judge Eddy

THE SHERIFF OF BEAVER COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA; BEAVER COUNTY,

PENNSYLVANIA and ANTHONY GUY,

Sheriff of Beaver County in his individual capacity,

Defendants. JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

DECLARATION OF CURTIS LARRICK

L. Curtis Larrick, make the following declaration:

1. I am the Plaintiff in this case. -
2. I never lied to my co-workers about being in a relationship or knowing a news
reporter.

I swear under the penalty of perjury the above statements are true and correct.

I/ 4 : (‘7

Dat Curtis Larrick
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TONY GUY

BEAVER COUNTY SHERIFF
Beaver County Courthouse
Beaver, Pa 15009

January 4, 2015

Bemard J. Rabik, Esquire
Chief County Solicitor
Beaver County Courthouse
Beaver, PA 15009

RE: Notice of Intent to Invoke Act 1620 Rights

Dear Mr. Rabik:

This is in follow-up to my December 30, 2015 letter to you. As stated in that letter, as
Sheriff of Beaver County, I am immediately invoking the rights to hire, discharge, fire and
maintain all the supervising rights and obligations with respect to any and all employees of the
office of Beaver County Sheriff granted to the Sheriff and guaranteed under Section 1620 of the
County Code, 16 P.S. § 1620.

Pursuant to that authority vested in me by 16 P.8. 1620, effective January 4, 2016, the
following employees are discharged from their duties and positions with the Office of Sheriff for
the County of Beaver and their commissions for their positions shall be revoked:

Lieutenant Thomas Ochs
Licutenant John J. Frantangeli
Deputy Paul Clark

Deputy Tanya A. Kuhlber
Deputy Curt Larrick

Sergeant Michael Tibolet
Deputy Kayla D. Stevenson

My plan is to meet with each of these individuals, if they are available, during the early
morning hours of January 4, 2016, to orally carry out the exercise of my rights under 1620.

Further, I am this day revoking the previous appointment and commission of Jay Alstadt as
Chief Deputy and I hereby appoint and commission Dean Michael as Chief Deputy Sheriff.
Deputy Alstadt will remain on the force at rank of Captain. Both of the actions referenced in this
paragraph are taken pursuant to the 1620 rights mentioned above and pursuant to authority
granted to the Sheriff of Beaver County in 16 P.S. § 1203.

DEFDISC0001



Bemard J. Rabik, Esquire

Janunary 4, 2016
Page Two

The next action is to revoke the appointment of Deputy James McGeehan from the rank of
Captain and to appoint him at the rank of Lieutenant.

A copy of this letter shall also be served on each person impacted by these changes so that
appropriate arrangements can be made to return all County equipment and property to this office.
Further, by copy of this letter, each impacted individual is being directed to the Human
Resources Department of Beaver County so that all other post- employment issues can be
handled through that office.

Finally, please advise if the Office of the County Solicitor will follow through with the
documents that must be recorded to revoke any prior commissions of the discharged employees
or whether that is an action that you require to be completed by the Solicitor for the Sheriff who I
am this day appointing, Mitchell Shahen, :

Thank you for your consideration and I look forward to working with you.

Very truly yours,

Tony Guy
Beaver County Sheriff

MPS/mim

cc: Richard Darbut, Human Resource Director ~
Beaver County Deputy Sheriffs Association
Chief Deputy Jay Alstadt
Captain James McGeehan
Lieutenant Thomas Ochs
Licutenant John J. Frantangeli
Sergeant Michael Tibolet
Deputy Paul Clark
Deputy Tanya A. Kuhlber
Deputy Curt Larrick
Deputy Kayla D. Stevenson
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

CURTIS LARRICK, Civil Division
Plaintiff, No.16-282
v. Magistrate Judge Eddy

THE SHERIFF OF BEAVER COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA; BEAVER COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA and ANTHONY GUY,
Sheriff of Beaver County in his individual capacity,
Defendants. JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
DECLARATION OF WAYNE KRESS

I, Wayne Kress, make £he follt?wing declaration:

1. I ran as the Democratic candidate for Beaver County Sheriff in 2015.

2. Paul Clark and Curt Larrick actively supported my campaign including putting up
signs and attending campaign events.

3. Randy Tallon was a vocal supporter for Anthony Guy for Sheriff.

4, This included posting a Facebook post critical of me and in support of Guy on his
Facebook page.

5. Guy’s running mate Beaver County Coroner candidate, David Gabauer, shared
Tallon’s post on his campaign Facebook page.

6. The Facebook post has since been deleted.

7. Tanya Kuhlber supported me in my campaign for Sheriff.
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